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Welcome to the first newsletter for 2009/10 
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Who knows what evil lurks in the minds of Banks members—ShadowShadow knows  

If you have something for The Shadow, send it to John Oates 

What’s Hot/ What’s Not and Who’s visited 

What’s Hot  

· The influx of young athletes into the club as a result of the efforts of the new coaching panel. 
We are seeing new male members from MGS, Scotch, Wesley and Carey. We are also getting a lot of short term 
memberships for coaching over Christmas from Wesley, Melbourne GS and Carey. The young women under David 
Orchert continue to go from strength to strength. 

· Drew Ginn was the guest speaker at the BanksRC 143td Anniversary Annual Dinner. He was a gem and kept every-
one glued to every word. Icing on a great night. 

· Having a boat christening with four new boats is unusual anywhere and not heard of at BanksRC. Surely a good sign 
and portent of things to come. The day itself went off beautifully and was as a result of the meticulous planning and a 
lot of effort from the management team—Peter Fraser, Terry Swanston and Eddie Mallia. Great job boys! 

· The donation of the watch by Jim Thomas which was the main raffle prize at the christening. Thanks Jim for the gen-
erous donation…..again! It is an interesting sign of the times that the other prizes for the raffle were men’s beauty 
products….which were eagerly accepted.  

· There working relationship with Ruyton just became a closer one with a new arrangement agreed for joint use of re-
sources across Ruyton and BanksRC which will see improvements in the bottom line for costs for both organizations. 

· Robyn Murphy has had some problems with his leg again recently and was absent for a while. Good to see “Murph” 
up and about again. 

What’s Not  

· The traditional follow up of the outstanding fees has just occurred. The numbers are less than last year which is great 
but unfortunately still requires niggling. 

· Losing a couple of our favourite sons and daughters. Lisa Szatsznajder has moved to MUBC after her return from the 
AIS in Canberra, Similarly, Shane Jackson is seeking a move to Mercs having come back from Canberra and having 
no-one to row with yet. 

Travellers 

· Our President was not able to make the Christmas day event this year spending the time in Vietnam. 

· Hannah Every was not able to make the trip down for the naming of her boat, her parents deputising. Kath Bennett 
was making the trip north to Qld for Xmas and hoped to catch up with her. 

Visitors to or friends of—Drylaw—  ,   

· The Captain of the Balmain RC dropped in recently after having spoken to Phil about some riggers that were acci-
dently “swapped” at the World Masters regatta. He loved the complete photographic history of the club. Something 
we take for granted. Balmain is about to celebrate its 125th. 

·  The christening day saw a gathering of faces seldom seen these days. Great to see Chris Grenfell down. He enjoyed it 
so much he brought his family down on Christmas day. Col and Sue Purves made the trip down from Ballarat as did 
Peter and Karen Moon. Andy Evans made it down from Traralgon.  

· For the second year running, Magoo (initials—Terry Rankin) failed to turn up on the first Sunday in December for his 
60th birthday. Mrs Lehman and Reynolds who made the trip especially were mortified…...again!  

          This Editions Dummy Spit—  Interesting exchange of emails recently between our President 
and the head coach at Mercs and ex BanksRC member—Al Isherwood. Al, having suggested that it was 
unreasonable to expect members wanting a transfer to pay the outstanding bills first, took the opportunity to 
make some cutting remarks about BanksRC in general and our President in particular. He got a very quick 
and sharp response which seemed to stop the flow of correspondence. We are still waiting for a cheque! 
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 Oldest rower wins 
gold at the Masters 
The oldest competitor in the rowing at 
the Sydney 2009 World Masters Games 
has won a gold medal at the Sydney 
International Regatta Centre. 
 
Ralph Howard, 91, has been rowing for 
75 years. 
 
In that time, Howard has won a swag of 
medals at various regattas, including 
World Masters Games. 
 
"Being the oldest competitor here, it 
was good to win," he said. 
 
In a hard fought battle with the crews 
from the Ancient Mariners and Com-
mercial clubs, Howard and his crew 
members from the Banks Rowing Club 
in Melbourne managed to cross the line 
first in a tight finish to take home the 
gold. 
 
"It made all the suffering of the past 40 
years worthwhile," he explained. 
 
"When you win, it pays off all the time 
you put in." 
 
Although being extremely successful in 
the second half of his career, he admits 
he struggled early on. 
 
"I rowed in London for 30 years," he 
said, "but it wasn’t successful and be-
came a little boring." 
 
But it all changed when he came back 
from a break due to World War Two, 
this time rowing in Australia, in par-
ticular at World Masters Games. 
 
"In Masters, you’re in your own age 
group," he said. 
 
"Then I started winning," Howard ex-
plained. 
 
"In open rowing, you may compete 
against someone years younger." 
 
Even with all his success, the veteran is 
not planning to slow down. 
 
"I’ll retire when my crew mates throw 
me out of the boat," he joked. 
 
"They’ll let you know when they say, 
‘have you thought of taking up 
darts?’…that’s the time to go." 
 
From World Masters website. 

Mens I Eight Final—2nd  Banks 

N.Howell,D.Gibb,I.Douglas,I.Macmillan, Kokoek, J.McKay, B.Hemery, J.Jopling, c:W.Webster 

Mens G Coxless Four Final—2nd Banks  P.Guest,G.Jenner,D.Ramage,M.van Onselen 

Mens B Double Scull Final—7th Banks—Phil Reynolds, Steve Reynolds 

Mens H Coxless Pair Final 1 st  Banks  - Dennis Millikan, Luke Koekoek 

Mens F Coxed Four Final—7th Banks  R.Pilmore,W.Teasdale,R.Blair,R.Dawson,c:W.Webster 

Mens D Eight— 3rd BanksComp/Melb  

J.Lowe, I.Popa, C.Shinners, M.Baxter, .Swann, S.Wilson, R.Purdue, M.Harrison, c:J.Rhodes 

                          5th in SemiFinal – Banks/Hawthorn 

P.Reynolds,S.Reynolds,B.Winnen,R.Boyd,D.McCabe,J.McCoy,A.McQueen,G.Sullings, c:L.Muntz 

Mens E Eight—6th in Heat - Banks  

R.Boyd,B.Smith,W.Teasdale*,D.McCabe,A.McQueen, G.Sullings, J.McCoy, B.Winnen, c:L.Muntz 

Mens H Quad Scull Final—3rd  Banks— J.Haag,D.Gibb,J.Seale,L.Koekoek 

Mens C Coxless Four Final 1st  Dynamo-Moscow 

                    2nd Banks Composite—A.Rixon,M.Harrison,I.Popa,M.Baxter margin 0.74 

Mens G Coxless Pair Final  2nd  Banks/Melbourne  Paul Guest, Gavin Jenner 

Mens E Coxed Four Final—9th Banks D.McCabe,B.Smith,A.McQueen,G.Sullings,c:L.Muntz  

Mens C Double Scull Semi-Final 3rd in SemiFinal Banks   

Phil Reynolds, Steve Reynolds 

Mens F Eight Final—3rd Banks Composite 

D.Millikan,R.Pilmore,D.Ramage,R.Purdue,T.Lockwood,L.Macartney,M.van Onselen, R.Dawson, 
c:J.Rhodes 

Mens H Eight Final  1 st  Banks 

D.Millikan,I.Douglas,W.Teasdale,R.Blair, .Macmillan,L.Koekoek,J.McKay,J.Jopling, c:J.Rhodes 

Womens B Double Scull Final 1 st  Wendouree/Banks -  

Lee-Anne Martin, Kate Durrant  

Mens D Coxed Four Final 1 st Banks  J.Lowe,I.Popa,C.Shinners,S.Wilson,c:W.Webster 

                   7th in SemiFinal   Banks  B.Winnen,R.Boyd,D.McCabe,J.McCoy,c:L.Muntz 

Mens G Coxed Four Final—2nd  Banks   

P.Guest,M.van Onselen,G.Jenner,D.Ramage,c:J.Rhodes 

Mens G Eight Heat 2 – Final Cancelled due to bad weather—2nd Banks Comp. 

J.Lowe,C.Shinners,D.Millikan,P.Guest, I.Douglas,L.Beranek,G.Jenner,L.Koekoek,c:W.Webster 

Mixed G Eight Final—1 st  Cardinal/Mercs/Banks 

J.Jones,L.Partridge,C.Morton,M.McLauchlan, D.Millik an,L.Koekoek,W.Teasdale,R.Dawson, 
c:J.Lausberg 

 Remaining Races Cancelled Due To Bad Weather 

Banks had a strong contingent head to Sydney for the World’s Masters games. While 
we got off to a great start, the event was marred by bad weather that caused the regatta 
to be cancelled before we could win more gold.  

A good time was had by all. 

Thanks go out to Phil for the towing duties. 
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On the Water— 

World Masters  Lead Up 
Pre Worlds Masters — Barwon – 5 th September  

Male Masters Single Scull 4th Banks  

Philip Reynolds 

Male Masters Coxed Eight  1 st Banks/Melbourne 

Douglas,Koekoek,Millikan,Beranek,Guest,Jenner,Shinners, 
Lowe, c:Webster 

                                   2nd Alan Mitchell / Banks Comp 

Van Onselen,Pilmore,Teasdale,Dawson,Swann,Lockwood, Mac-
artney,Purdue,c:Rhodes 

Male Masters Coxless Four 1st Melbourne/Banks 
Popa,Rixon,Baxter,Harrison 

Male Masters Double Scull 1st Banks Rey-
nolds,Reynolds 

Male Masters Coxed Eight 1st AlanMitch/ Banks  

Teasdale,Beranek,Millikan,Blair,Dawson,Lockwood, Mac-
artney,Purdue,c:Rhodes 

2nd Banks/Nagambie 

Hemery,Macmillan,Gibb,Koekoek,Douglas,Howell, McKay, 
Jopling,c:Lausberg 

Male Masters Coxless Pair 1st Melbourne/Banks 
Guest, Jenner 

Male Masters Coxed Four 2nd Banks  

Shinners,Lowe,Popa,Wilson,c:Webster 

Male Masters Coxed Four 1st Melbourne/Banks  

Van Onselen,Douglas,Guest,Jenner,c:Rhodes 

Male Masters Coxed Eight 2nd Melbourne/Banks 

Swann,Lockwood,Shinners,Lowe,Popa,Wilson,Baxter,Harrison,
c:Rhodes 

                                                3rd Banks 

McKay,Jopling,Douglas,Macmillan,Millikan,Koekoek,Teasdale,
Blair,c:Webster 

Pre Worlds masters – Carrum – 19 th September  

Male Masters Single Scull 3rd Banks  

Philip Reynolds 

Male Masters Coxed Eight 3rd Banks/Melbourne 

Douglas,Koekoek,Millikan,Beranek,Guest,Jenner,Shinners,Lowe, 
c:Webster 

Male Masters Coxless Four 2nd Melbourne/Banks 
Popa,Rixon,Baxter,Harrison 

Male Masters Double Scull 2nd Banks  

Reynolds,Reynolds 

Male Masters Coxed Eight 2nd Banks/Nagambie 

Hemery,Macmillan,Gibb,Koekoek,Douglas,Howell,McKay,Jopling, 
c:Lausberg 

                                   3rd Alan Mitchell Banks Melb Comp 

Pilmore,Guest,Millikan,Dawson,Macartney,Lockwood,Van Onse-
len,Purdue,c:Rhodes 

Male Masters Coxless Pair  1st Melbourne/Banks 
Guest,Jenner 

Male Masters Coxed Four 1st Banks  

Shinners,Lowe,Popa,Wilson,c:Webster 

Male Masters Coxed Four 1st Melbourne/Banks  

Van Onselen,Douglas,Guest,Jenner,c:Rhodes 

Male Masters Coxed Eight 3rd  Melbourne/Banks 

Douglas,Jopling,Gibb,Macmillan,Koekoek,Blair,Millikan,Beranek, 
c:Lausberg 

Melbourne Head 21 st November  
Mens Masters 8  1st  Banks -  

S Reynolds, R Pilmore, I Swann, G O’Nians, A Rixon, J 
Lowe, I Popa, S Wilson, Cox: J Rhodes����
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On the Water 
�

7th November - Barwon Head 
1st  Melb Banks Composite –  
Marinus Van Onselen, David Ramage, Paul Guest, 
Gavin Jenner, Cox: Justin Rhodes  

 

14th November Goulburn Head  
 1st -  Melbourne/Banks Male Masters 
Coxed/less Four 02:08.5 
Marinus Van Onselen, David Ramage, Paul Guest,  
Gavin Jenner, Cox: Justin Rhodes  
Banks Female Open Coxless Quad Scull 
02:08.6  
Brigette Carlile, Rosie Popa, Rachel Thomas, Michelle 
Yann, Coach: David Orchert 

Dimboola Regatta – 21 November 
Male A Grade Coxed Four—2nd Banks 
McCoy,McCabe,McQueen,Reynolds,c:Muntz 

Male Masters Coxed Four 2nd Banks/Power House 
(Boyd,Winnen,McCoy,Reynolds,c:Thompson) 

Male Masters Coxed Four 1 st Banks Composite 
Smith,Sullings,McQueen,McCabe,c:Muntz 

Mixed Eight 1 st Melbourne Uni/Banks 

McCoy,McCabe,McQueen,Reynolds,Gratton-Vaughan,Ambrose, Westen-
dorf, Worboys,c:Muntz 

Male A Grade Single Scull Heat  -2nd Banks Philip Reynolds 

Male Masters Coxed Eight 1 st Banks Composite 

Boyd,Sullings,Smith,McCabe,McQueen,Winnen,McCoy,Reynolds,c:Muntz 

 Dimboola Sprint Regatta 22 November 
Male Masters Coxed Four 1 st Banks Composite 
Smith,Sullings,Nichols,McCabe,c:Thompson 

Male Masters Coxed Four First & Final 

2nd Banks/Power House Boyd,Winnen,McCoy,Reynolds,c:Muntz 

Mixed Eight (Divison 2) 1 st Melbourne Uni/Banks 

(McCoy,McCabe D,McCabe E,Reynolds,Gratton-Vaughan,Ambrose, 
Westendorf, Worboys, c:Muntz) 

Male Masters Coxed Eight—1st Banks Composite 

(Boyd,Sullings,Smith,McCabe,Nichols,Winnen,McCoy,Reynolds,c:Muntz) 

Saltwater Challenge – 12th September - Maribyrnong 

Female Masters Coxed/Coxless Quad Scull 

MUBC/RRC/WBRC/BANKS Composite  

Carolyn Manning, Leanne Martin, Kate Durrant , Fiona 
Milne. 

 

Female A Grade Coxed/Coxless Quad Scull   
BANKS 

Brigette Carlile, Rosie Popa, Rachel Thomas, Michelle 
Yann, Coach: David Orchert  

Hawthorn RC—Head Of The Yarra   2009 
Female B Grade Coxed Eight  - 3rd. 

Michelle Yann, Rosie Popa, Flick Harrison, Lauren Battaglia, Emma Thomason, Alexandra Brown, Brigette Carlile, Alex Hayes,  
Cox: ? 

Male Masters B & C Coxed Eight  - First 

Stephen Reynolds, Matthew Harrison, Chris Shinners, Gregor O'Nians, Anthony Rixon, Jim Lowe, Ion Popa,  

Simon Wilson Cox: Justin Rhodes 

Male Masters E & F & G Coxed Eight  - 3rd 

Ross Boyd, Brian Smith, Garry Ramsbottom, Ray Young, Don McCabe, Andrew McQueen, James McCoy, Philip Reynolds, Cox: 
Lisa Muntz 

Male Masters H+ Coxed Eight  - First 

James McKay, John Jopling, Donald Gibb, Ian Macmillan, Dennis Millikan, Luke Koekoek, Warwick Teasdale,  

Robert Blair, Cox: Melinda Thompson 
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Seen and Heard at Banks RC 

Your  Committee for the 09/10 Season 
Captain— Phil Reynolds  0439 893 959 

President— Paul Guest  0438 538 305 

VPs—  Rob Blair  0419 154 503 

  Sam Brown  0402 282 401 

  Peter Fraser  0418 314 668 

  Jim Lowe  0448 338 398 

              Don McCabe  0412 615 936 

  Terry Swanson  0418 535 974 

  Warwick Teasdale 0407 359 617 

  John Manning  0412 001374 

Secretary— John Oates # �  0417 583 012 

Treasurer— *    tbc 

Committee— Don Gibb  0415 214450 

  David Ramage  0447 714385 

  Greg O’Nians  0400 878740 

  Rod Pilmore  0417 342089 

Safety Officer Chris Shinners  0414 901214  

Club Hire Sec Michelle Yann  0431 301021 

Hon Solicitors David Jones 

  Paul Ryan  

  Warwick Teasdale 

* Jim Lowe continues to assist the club here but cannot maintain it. 
If you have the skills and inclination, please see Phil Reynolds, Jim 
Lowe or John Oates. 

# Membership Secretary and Public Officer 

         Col  Purves                       
60th Birthday 

There was a gathering in Ballarat of like 
minded rowing folk and others to recently 
celebrate the 60th birthday of past BanksRC 
Captain—Colin Purves. 

  Alan Jacobsen Club  
The AJC committee continues to work to improve the club’s fleet and 
club’s wellbeing. The recent christening was used a focal point. The 
numbers of the AJC continue to grow. Noted that the AJC has now col-
lected well over $ “6 figures”. 

Club tie presentation to Col from Don McCabe 

Our thanks go our to Rob Blair for again generating the 
Annual Report and this year doing so in difficult circum-
stances with the change of dates and need for additional 
work to get everything ready. 



 

 ���������	
���

��������������������������� ������������������������������  



 

 ���������	
���

��������������������������� ������������������������������  



 

 ���������	
���

��������������������������� ������������������������������  

New or changed email address? Or, Interested in contributing to From the Bank? 
                               Please send an email to John Oates - johnoate@au1.ibm.com  or call 0417 583012 

Sponsors wanted! 

           This space for hire!! Banks Chronicles - Born 1866 …..  still going strong 
The following was mostly taken from previous Annual Reports: 

1 year ago  - Our President wakes to the sound of gunfire in the midst of a terrorist attack while in Mumbai, India.  

Date set for the christening of the new Hudson 4—Andrew McQueen after a long saga to replace the original damaged boat. 

2 years ago—  Paul Guest assumes the role of President. The extension of the gym into the old kitchen area was completed. 
The start of the saga relating to the clubs liquor license…... which still remains unresolved. 

5 years ago—  Tattersall’s provided the guest speaker for the Annual Dinner—Don Elgin. Don was a noted para-olympian and an 
extremely entertaining speaker.       12 crews went to Dimboola, not knowing that it would be the last regatta until 2009.  

10 Years ago - Jack Bennett’s team of 15 scullers, led by Hannah Every, continued to win races all year.    RMIT started a 
program within BanksRC.  

20 years ago – Steve Spurling put together a group to tackle the youth 8 championship and had immediate success. Noted that 
Richard Shenfield came into Banks to borrow a scull for the Herald Shield and stayed to lead the group, make the Vic Youth8 crew  
and have a great season. High participation and success in Novice races reported. 

30 years ago— The BanksRC basketball team was continuing to create new standards for the sport. The newsletter notes a 
social function after every regatta for the year.     Peter Nichols and Deiter Hadrian started winning in the winter series and 
kept winning all year. Going from Maiden to Senior. 

40 years ago— 2 new reg fours were christened—Peter Fraser and Terry Swanson were honoured. The annual wine and 
cheese party was held. Cost was $1.50 for all the wine and cheese you could ingest…...those were the days. Social committee 
were messrs Cusworth, Mathieson, Welser and Rennison. 

50 Years ago— Banks had to row composite with Mercs in the State S8 championship just before Christmas. RA Brookes, 
WM O’Connell, B Vear and WN Howell represented BanksRC with Nevill Howell making the Kings Cup crew. This crew 
also had Luke Koekoke who currently rows for Banks in the Masters ranks.    The first race to be won in the season is the 
Stankovich brothers who won several Junior pairs coached by Ray Todd. Both are still members of BanksRC with Dushan a 
Life Member. 

60 years ago— At the 1949 boxing day regatta at Nagambie, although still rowing, one Des Palmington also coaches a nov-
ice 4. Unfortunately not to a win. This would later become a very familiar role for Des who had huge success as a coach and 
continues to make friends and influence people at BanksRC to this day.  
70 years ago—  Noted impact of WW2 club with Captain Ken Cusworth enlisting which required other members to stand in. Bob 
Gamon also noted as being in Palestine. A limited competition continued in the season but no interstate championships. 

80 years ago— 4 wins were recorded by the Christmas regattas by the club Senior pair of Tom Keogh and B Seletto. Unfor-
tunately, they failed to secure the championship. Tom would stay at Banks for many years and coach several current mem-
bers.     It was noted that 172 people attended the club annual ball at the Ormond Hall. Picture nights and Cinderalla Dances 
(finish by 12:00) were part of a very social year. 

90 years ago— The competition is just getting back to normal after WW1. Interstate competition has resumed. Wins were re-
corded at Henley and more at the Christmas regattas at Nagambie and Colac.   

100 years ago –  The club started the season with a win in the Junior 8 at Henley in October and the club Maiden 8 starting a run of 
wins at the VRA regatta in December. This will become the start of the most successful year in the clubs history at that time.    
Fund raising continues for the clubhouse extension. 
120 years ago -  On 24 September the club called for tenders for a clubhouse. It advised Edwards and Son of the clubs inten-
tion to terminate the lease from the end of November. In October the tender of Messrs Arnott and Butler for £175 was ac-
cepted. This was exclusive of timber which was purchased direct from John Sharp and Sons at a cost of £188. The new shed 
was formally opened on 14 December 1889 by Mrs H.G. Turner . .  

130 years ago  - WH Tuckett of Banks, having won the Melbourne Regatta senior sculls in 1878 and 1879, won again in 1880 and 
claimed ownership of the silver sculls trophy. He then donated these back to the regatta committee and they became part of the 
Yarra Challenge trophy for the Senior Sculls and remain so to this day. 

140 years ago - Arthur Nichols , the club’s Captain, won the Grand Challenge Sculls at the 1870 Melbourne Regatta. This 
was the first notable achievement by Bank’s members in open competition.  

The first eight to be built in Melbourne was a training boat made by James Edwards boatbuilders at Princes Bridge. 


